
Saturday, March 28, 2026 · 7:30pm
Southern Oregon University Music Recital Hall

2025–2026 u  42nd SEASON

Trio Bohémo



Borromeo/Verona String Octet
Saturday, April 18 · 3pm
Shostakovich, Enescu, Mendelssohn

Borromeo Quartet: “simply the best” Boston Globe 
Verona Quartet: “sensational, powerhouse performances”

Classical Voice America

ChamberMusicConcerts.org 
541-552-6154



On behalf of our Board of Directors is my pleasure to 
welcome you to this season of Chamber Music Concerts 
(CMC). This, our 42nd season, promises to be another 
year of world-class performances that continues our 
longstanding tradition of bringing some of the world’s 
finest musical ensembles to the Rogue Valley.
This season we will once again offer many outreach 
programs for your enjoyment. You need only to make 
the time as there is no charge to attend. They are little 
treasures. I would encourage you to attend. They take 
different forms: some of the groups will conduct master 
classes for students, some will perform in local schools, and others will perform 
for retirement communities. Please check our website for more information 
on our outreach programs and how you can take advantage of them.
One of our most well-liked programs, the pre-concert lecture, 
also continues.  The lectures are presented one hour before each 
performance. Having some understanding of what is about to be performed 
can enrich the concert experience. We are grateful Ed Wight continues his 
longstanding tradition of presenting the lectures and writing the program 
notes for each concert.
CMC is fortunate to receive wide ranging financial support. We could 
not bring high quality groups to our stage without it.   Each and every 
contribution, no matter the size, makes a difference in helping assure CMC 
will continue to bring outstanding concerts to our stage so all of us who love 
chamber music can enjoy live performances. Thank you for your continued 
support and generosity.
Each concert is the result of hours of work by many volunteers including 
ushers, ticket takers, and those serving on our Board of Directors. Sincere 
thanks go to each and every one of those who contribute their time. As you 
read through the program, please take a moment to notice the listing of 
these volunteers.
Special recognition is owed to our remarkable Executive Director, Jody 
Schmidt.  Chamber Music Concerts would not be what it is without her 
passion as well as her outstanding work and skill.  Any time you want further 
information or need assistance, please contact Jody directly at 541-552-6154 
or Director@ChamberMusicConcerts.org, or visit our website.
Enjoy the performance!

Alexis Packer, President 
Chamber Music Concerts

Alexis Packer

President’s Message



Dover Quartet 
Sunday, October 12, 2025 – 3pm

Reverón Piano Trio 
Saturday, October 18, 2025 – 7:30pm

Galvin Cello Quartet 
Sunday, November 2, 2025 – 3pm

By Request: Stile Antico, Underwritten by Dr. Margaret R. 
Evans & Anonymous 
Friday, November 14, 2025 – 7:30pm

Dudok Quartet Amsterdam 
Friday, January 16, 2026 - 7:30pm

Baltimore Consort 
Friday, January 30, 2026 – 7:30pm

Esmé Quartet  
Saturday, February 21, 2026 - 7:30pm

Mandelring Quartett  
Saturday, March 14, 2026 - 3pm

Trio Bohémo  
Saturday, March 28, 2026 – 7:30pm

Borromeo/Verona String Octet  
Saturday, April 18, 2026 – 3pm

Amit Peled, cello & Daniel del Pino, piano  
Saturday, May 2, 2026 – 7:30pm

By Request: Canadian Brass, Underwritten by Dr. 
Margaret R. Evans & Anonymous 
Sunday, May 17, 2026 – 3pm

2025 
2026
SEASON

Chamber Music Concerts 
Oregon Center for the Arts
1250 Siskiyou Blvd, Ashland, OR 97520-5001
541-552-6154 u www.ChamberMusicConcerts.org

CMC Board 2025-2026
Alexis Packer, President
Pat Alexander, Vice President
Teri O’Rourke, Secretary 
Jody Schmidt, Executive Director 

Marilyn Anderson
Larry Cooper
Bari Frimkess
Donna Ritchie
Peter Robb

Chiharu Sai
Margaret Scarborough
Arlene Tayloe
Wayne Thomas



Chamber Music Concerts ⎢ www.ChamberMusicConcerts.org ⎢ 5

Welcome to CMC’s 42nd season of chamber music! 
It’s you, our wonderful donors, subscribers, ticket 
holders, and volunteers who make this possible.

This season, we’re proud to present 12 incredible 
ensembles on our season, as well as a music 
scholarship benefit concert in collaboration with 
the Tutunov Piano Series. In addition to our regular 
outreach programs, we’re continuing our successful 
Chamber Music in the Schools program: Student 
ensembles work with their teachers throughout the 
year on a piece of chamber music. At the end of the 
schoolyear, they are coached in person by one of 
CMC’s world-class ensembles — this year, by the legendary Canadian Brass! 
This promises to be a life-changing musical experience for these fortunate 
kids, and you are welcome to attend this free event (after the final concert 
of the season on May 17).

One of the most enjoyable parts of being Executive Director of CMC is to 
be of service to you. I truly enjoy finding ways to help you better enjoy our 
events, whether it be a seating change, accessibility assistance, concert 
exchanges, or anything else that may come up. If I can be of assistance to 
you, please don’t hesitate to ask. 

Thank you, treasured patrons, for supporting world-class chamber music. 
We appreciate you.

Jody Schmidt, Executive Director 
541-552-6154 
Director@ChamberMusicConcerts.org 
ChamberMusicConcerts.org

Jody Schmidt

Executive Director’s Message



RepSingers.org | 541-552-0900 | tickets@repsingers.org

2025–2026 SEASON

Sharing the transformative power of voice since 1985!

May 9, 2026 | 7:30pm 
May 10, 2026 | 2:00pm
SOU Music Recital Hall, Ashland

To the End
 in Songs
To the End
 in Songs

Concert Community Partner:

Southern Oregon Japanese 
Association (SOJA)

With
Special
Guests:

Peter Relph 
UK Composer

Jodi French 
Composer-In- 
Residence

Christòpheren  
Nomura 
Guest Baritone

Lawson Inada 
Oregon Poet  
Laureate

BUY TICKETS
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Did you know that ticket sales cover less than 45% of CMC’s expenses? We 
rely on your gifts to support our series. There are many benefits to giving to 
CMC, including priority seat selection, ticket pre-sale privileges, and recep-
tions with the artists. Please call 541-552-6154 or visit ChamberMusicCon-
certs.org for details on how you can support world-class chamber music.

Gifts for the current season are listed below. Please let us know if your name 
has been inadvertently left out or misspelled so that we may correct the 
error. Thank you for your support of Chamber Music Concerts!

Grants:
Oregon Arts Commission,  

a state agency funded by  
the State of Oregon and  
the National Endowment  
for the Arts. 

The Barth Family Fund of Oregon 
Community Foundation

Chamber Music Leadership: $8000+
Anonymous
Anonymous
Jim Collier (in memoriam)
Dr. Margaret R. Evans

Chamber Music Circle: $4000-$7999
Chamber Music Concerts Board & 

Director in memory & honor  
of JoAnn Prujan

Barry Harris
The Barth Family Fund of Oregon 

Community Foundation
Suzanne & William Hering
Jeanette Larson (in memoriam)
Dr. Mary Jane Morrison
Alexis Packer – Attorney at Law
Donna Ritchie
Russy & Anita Sumariwalla
Wayne Thomas & Carole Brown

Robert Wetmore &  
Bea Bacher-Wetmore

Vince Wixon in memory of Patty Wixon

Chamber Music Society: $1000-$3999
Patrick Alexander
Joseph Alexander & Janine Clayton
Marc & Susann Allen
Marilyn Anderson & Bill Tout
Paul & Priscilla Arnold
Laura J. Baden
M Black
Robert Buddemeier
Sandy Burd
Jean Conger
Mary Coombs
Jan Craigie
Colleen Curran
DA Davidson Trust Company
Rebecca & Chris Davis
Kenneth Deveney
John & Lynne Dolan
Chris Donchin
Gary & Coralie Farnham
Leonard & Deborah Flaherty
John Frohnmayer
Anonymous

THANK YOU TO 
OUR DONORS
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Richard & Leslie Handler
Anne & Will Hershey
Mechtild Howard
John & Kay Johnson
Richard Kaplan & Karen Clarke
Kathleen Lamborn
Denise & Ted Latty
David Miller & Gerry Paré
Gary Miller
Roger & Christine Moore
Pix Morgan
Oregon Pacific Bank
Tim & Teri O’Rourke
Rita Reitz
Marilyn Salter
Morgan Sammons & Dan Decena
Richard & Mary Schultz
Singleton Family Fund – in memory  

of Herb & Mary Jean Singleton 
Fred Sommer
Julia Sommer
Thomas & Cynthia Stauffer
Lynn Thompson & Leslie Kendall
Robert Walden & Helen Hanson
Steven & Priscilla Weaver
Virginia Whitener
Karen Wilson

Benefactors: $500-$999
Christine Bate
K. Richard & Patricia Berlet
Sol & Virginia Blechman
Larry & Lisa Cooper
Pratibha Eastwood
Phyllis Fernlund
Steven & Bari Frimkess
Jan Gorden, in memory of  

Carol Ingelson
Jane Kenworthy
John & Janice Limb

Alice Mallory
Katheryn McElrath & Stan Shulster
Marc McFarland & Micky Smejkal
Howdy & Debbie Miller
Dot & Rick Nelson
Frank & Patricia Nichols
Karen O’Rourke
Paula Phillips
Susan Plass
J. Michael & Suzanne Polich
JoAnn Prujan (in memoriam)
Susan Rust
John & Margaret Scarborough
Dr. Frederick & Heather Schmidt
Andrew Smith
John W Strong
Richard Sweet
Arlene Tayloe
Martin Towbin & Suzan Towlen
Victoria Weiss & Philip Neujahr
Cynthia White
Heather & Margaret Young

Sustainers: $250-$499
Vaughn Baker
Nicholas & Gayle Bate
Grace Chu
Kathryn Cleland-Sipfle
Anonymous
Peter DeGroot
David Gremmels
Sandra Hendrickson
Carol Ingelson (in memoriam)
Joan Kaplan
John & Judith Kloetzel
Suzanne Lang
Mark A Newberger Philanthropic  

Fund of the Dallas Jewish 
Community Foundation

Donald & Elizabeth Olson
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Colleen Searle
Earle & Vanya Sloan
Elisabeth Zinser

Patrons: $125-$249
John Alexander
Beth Aspedon & Alice Duffy
Portia A Becker
Paul & Jodi French
Mary W Gillespie
Kathy Knoke
Karen Leng
Priscilla Oppenheimer
Jaci Pappas in honor of  

Teri & Tim O’Rourke
Peaceful Harmony
Javan & Alexandra Reid
Phyllis Reynolds
John & Meiwen Richards
Dennis & Patti Robertson
Drs. Mary Kay Rudolph & John 

Kolhoven
Kirby Schmidt
Frank & Carol Sobotka
Lawrence & Saundra Theis

Shirley & Barry Vitcov
Jan & Steve Wolf

Friends: $60-$124
Regina Ayars
Richard & Debra Barth
Elisa Brady
Kori Calvert
Bjorn & Cecile Everson
Andrea King-Brockman
Nora Leestma
Deborah Mattsson
Margaret Peters
Wallace & Janet Ross
Margaret Rubin
Al & Virginia Silbowitz in honor of 

Joseph Yungen
George Simmons
Amy Titus
Lisa Verner
Jody Willis
Thomas & Margery Winter
Joseph Wirth
Maryellen Wilson & Elaine Meade

Esterhazy Society Estate Gifts
Marc & Susann Allen
Jim Collier (In memoriam)
Jean Conger
Anne F. Decker (In memoriam)
Kurt & Billie Raye Erlings
Ernest Ettlich
Gary & Coralie Farnham
Jon & JoAnn Harbaugh
Alice Hardesty
Suzanne & William Hering
Mary Lou Heumann

Arthur & Mechtild Howard
Edward & Sheila Hungerford  

(In memoriam)
Betty McFadgen
Samuel & Suzanne Mitchell
Alexis Packer
Donna Ritchie
Ilana Rubenfeld (In memoriam)
Herb & Mary Jean Singleton  

(In memoriam)
Wayne Thomas & Carole Brown
Cynthia White
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Tribal Land Acknowledgement
Southern Oregon University is located within the ancestral 
homelands of the Shasta, Takelma, and Latgawa peoples who 
lived here since time immemorial. These Tribes were displaced 
during rapid Euro-American colonization, the Gold Rush, and 
armed conflict between 1851 and 1856. In the 1850s, discovery 
of gold and settlement brought thousands of Euro-Ameri-
cans to their lands, leading to warfare, epidemics, starvation, 
and villages being burned. In 1853 the first of several treaties 
were signed, confederating these Tribes and others together 
— who would then be referred to as the Rogue River Tribe. 
These treaties ceded most of their homelands to the United 
States, and in return they were guaranteed a permanent home-
land reserved for them. At the end of the Rogue River Wars in 
1856, these Tribes and many other Tribes from western Or-
egon were removed to the Siletz Reservation and the Grand 
Ronde Reservation. Today, the Confederated Tribes of Grand 
Ronde Community of Oregon (www.grandronde.org) and the 
Confederated Tribes of Siletz Indians (www.ctsi.nsn.us) are liv-
ing descendants of the Takelma, Shasta, and Latgawa peoples 
of this area. We encourage YOU to learn about the land you 
reside on, and to join us in advocating for the inherent sover-
eignty of Indigenous people.

 

In consideration of those who may be allergic to heavy scents, 
please refrain from wearing strong perfume or cologne  

at our concerts. Thank you!
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Andrew Gay and the Oregon Center for the Arts at Southern Oregon 
University 

David Ruppe, Impact Publications

Ed Wight, program notes and pre-concert lectures

Rogue Mountain Eufloria, stage flower arrangements

Gary & Coralie Farnham, Artist Housing Coordinators

USHERS
Thank you to our fantastic ushering crew for taking care of our patrons 
at the concerts: 
Kenny Anderson
Luna Bitzer
Molly Erwin
Walter Granger
Alan Hersh

Barbara Hetland
Catherine Lutes
Howdy & Debbie Miller
Helen Reinhold

 

Beth Remington
Susan Rust
Frank & Carol Sobotka
Margaret Warren

CAN’T USE YOUR TICKETS?
Please call 541-552-6154 or email Director@ChamberMusicConcerts.org 
to let us know if you can’t attend a concert so that we may resell your 
seats. We will send you a letter acknowledging your ticket donation, 
which may be tax deductible. 

Special Thanks

PLEASE TURN OFF ALL ALARMS, PAGERS, AND  
MOBILE PHONES. ABSOLUTELY NO TEXTING, 

PHOTOGRAPHY, OR AUDIO/VIDEO  
RECORDING PERMITTED.
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DONATE TO CMC,  
DOUBLE YOUR IMPACT,  
AND GET A TAX CREDIT!

With a gift to CMC, you are eligible for  
Oregon's Cultural Tax Credit.

Donors who contribute to Oregon cultural 
nonprofits are eligible to make a matching donation 

to the Oregon Cultural Trust and  
receive a 100% tax credit for their  

Trust donation (up to $500 for an individual,  
$1000 for a couple filing jointly and  
$2500 for a Class-C Corporation). 

Make Culture Count! 

Visit CulturalTrust.org for details.



When you include the SOU Foundation in your estate and financial plans, you 
will have an impact on our campus community!  How do you want to invest in 
our students, faculty or your favorite program? No matter what your passion, 
your giving will inspire and ensure SOU’s distinctive educational experience.  
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541-552-6127
soufoundation@sou.edu

Call or email us to learn more.

You can make a difference!
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Educational outreach programs: CMC offers exceptional free outreach 
programs by our world-class chamber ensembles, where you will learn 
about the instruments, composers, music, and musicians. We also present 
master classes for young and amateur musicians, as well as programs for 
schoolchildren, adults, SOU students/faculty/staff, Youth Symphony of 
Southern Oregon, Osher Lifelong Learning Institute, retirement communities, 
and many more. CMC’s outreach programs are targeted to smaller audiences 
for a more friendly, meaningful experience with the artists. All outreach 
programs are free. Please contact the CMC Office for information on 
sponsoring an outreach program.

Pre-concert Lectures: CMC offers free pre-concert lectures one hour 
before every performance (evenings and matinees). These informative and 
entertaining lectures are presented by musicologist Ed Wight, and will give 
you insights on the composers and repertoire featured in each concert. The 
lectures are held in Room 132 of the Music Building.

Discounted tickets: Our outreach effort to the community includes special 
discounted tickets so that CMC concerts are affordable for everyone — 
please contact the CMC Office for availability:

n �Oregon Trail Card holders – $5 tickets (up to two per card)
n Full-time college/university students – $5 tickets
n �Children 8+ years – $5 tickets
n �Economy Seats – $20 tickets
n �Teacher & Student Circle - free tickets for music teachers and music 

students, and half-price for accompanying parents (matinees only)

Accessibility: CMC strives to make our performances accessible to all. As 
part of that commitment, we offer an accessible box office and an assistive 
listening system for our concerts. Large-print versions of concert repertoire 
and program notes are also available (please give advance notice). For 
disability accommodations, please contact the CMC Office.

CMC Office: 541-552-6154 or  
Director@ChamberMusicConcerts.org

Community Outreach



roguevalleychorale.org sou.edu/academics/music/

April 11 / 12 
SOU Recital Hall, Ashland
Tickets: roguevalleychorale.org

Master Voices Series

American
Masterpieces
Thompson, Hagenberg, 
and Dett

Our trust services are built on relationships and responsive 
guidance-helping you plan for what matters most. 

Beth Knorr, SVP
Senior Trust Officer
beth.knorr@opbc.com

(541) 770-7455
3250 Hillcrest Park Drive, Ste 100, Medford, Oregon

Oregon Pacific Bank Trust Services offers products that are not insured by the FDIC, are not deposits, and may lose value.

Trust Matters. 
So Does Your Legacy.



BOX OFFICE: 541-552-6348 | boxoffice@sou.edu 
ONLINE: oca.sou.edu

All concerts are on 
Fridays, and subject  
to change.

$35 reserved seating, 
$30 livestream per 
household.

Season tickets 
are available

SOU Music  
Recital Hall 

450 S Mountain Ave, 
Ashland

Follow us

@ocaatsou

2025–2026

May 15, 2026 at 7:30pm

Pierluigi Camicia
April 24, 2026 at 7:30pm

Nikita Fitenko & 
Katerina Zaitseva

March 13, 2026 at 7:30pm

Yoshio Hamano

Sponsored by Mary Jane Morrison

December 5, 2025 at 7:30pm

Eugene 
Skovorodnikov

October 10, 2025 at 7:30pm

Alon Goldstein and 
Alexander Tutunov

November 7, 2025 at 7:30pm

Antonio  
DiCristofano
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Trio Bohémo
Saturday, March 28 u 7:30pm

Platinum Sponsor: ATCHISON EMERGING ARTIST FUND
Gold Sponsors: Chris Donchin, Gary & Coralie Farnham, Barry Harris, 

Suzanne & William Hering, Thomas & Cynthia Stauffer
Silver Sponsors: Pix Morgan, Oregon Pacific Bank

Trio Bohémo is represented by Marianne Schmocker Artists International.

Antonín Dvořák (1841-1904)

Piano Trio No. 4 in E Minor,  
Op. 90, B. 166 “Dumky”

Lento maestoso - Allegro vivace
Poco adagio - Vivace non troppo
Andante - Vivace non troppo
Andante moderato - Allegretto scherzando
Allegro - Meno mosso
Lento maestoso - Vivace

Marios Christou (b. 1978)

Dvořák in Cyprus

I N T E R M I S S I O N

Franz Schubert (1797-1828)

Piano Trio No. 2 in E-flat Major,  
Op. 100, D. 929

Allegro
Andante con moto
Scherzo. Allegro moderato
Allegro moderato
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“They are the music that this world needs.” Wigmore Hall Debut

“Precision, dedication and a spark of magic” 
From the critic in Göttingen for the Czech Trio Bohémo.

Shortly after its formation in 2019, the trio’s talent and deep musicality 
became apparent. They received numerous awards: first they caused 
a stir at the Gianni Bergamo Award in Lugano, Switzerland, where 

they were awarded second prize. Due to this success, the trio was accepted 
into the “Le Dimore del Quartetto” network, which later awarded them 
the prize for Ensemble of the Year 2021. In the same summer they received 
several special prizes at the “ISA Festival” in Austria such as for the best 
interpretations of Viennese Classical Music, work by Bohuslav Martinů 
or the Czech Contemporary Chamber Music. A few days later they won 
first prize at the “International Filippo Nicosia Award” in Italy.

Trio Bohémo
Jan Vojtek, piano 

Matouš Pěruška, violin 
Kristina Vocetková, cello
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(541) 608-4360  |  (866) 236-3156
3210 Hillcrest Park Drive, Suite 200  |  Medford, OR

dadavidson.com  |  kevinmcloughlin.dadavidsonfa.com

Proud to Sponsor  
Chamber Music Concerts

Committed  
     to You
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In 2021, Trio Bohémo not only received the first prize, but 
also the audience prize at the “International Johannes 
Brahms Competition” in Austria and only few weeks later 
they won the “International Parkhouse Award” in London.

During 2022 and 2023, Trio Bohémo continued to achieve 
successes on the competition circuit and with their debuts. 
The trio was on BBC Radio’s 3 ‘In Tune’ show. This was 
followed by first prize and prize for the best interpretation 
of the composition by S. Vainiunas at the “Stasys Vainiunas 
International Chamber Music Competition” in Vilnius, 
Lithuania. Few days later they were awarded the top prize 
at the “International Joseph Joachim Competition” in 
Weimar (without awarding the first prize) and prize for best 
performance of a contemporary piece. The “ISA Festival” in 
Austria once again gave Trio Bohémo an award, this time 
for the best chamber music ensemble with piano.

​In 2023 they received first prize, prize for the best 
interpretation of Joseph Haydn, and the audience prize at the 
“International Joseph Haydn Chamber Music Competition” 
in Vienna. The trio also won third prize and the audience 



2025-26 Concert Series

Daniel del Pino, piano
Virtuoso pianist Daniel del Pino returns following last 
year’s sold-out performance. Winner of six international 
competitions including the Steinberg International, 
del Pino has performed from Carnegie Hall to Madrid’s 
Auditorio Nacional. Experience Spanish salon music 
and Flamenco-infused pieces on nature themes, with 
new poems by resident poet Tiziana DellaRovere.

SUNDAY, MAY 31, 2026, 3:00PM 
SOU Music Recital Hall, Ashland

Cecilia Duarte, mezzo-soprano
with percussionist Jesús Pacheco and  
pianist Ana María Otamendi.
Grammy Award-winning mezzo-soprano Cecilia Duarte 
returns to Ashland with a nature-themed song program, 
accompanied by percussionist Jesús Pacheco and pianist 
Ana María Otamendi. Featured at prestigious venues 
including Paris’s Théâtre du Châtelet and Lyric Opera 
of Chicago, Duarte’s versatile voice takes audiences on 
an enchanting journey spanning centuries, genres, and 
languages.

SUNDAY, MARCH 22, 2026, 3:00PM 
SOU Music Recital Hall, Ashland

(541) 833-3066 | www.HumanityTickets.com
tickets@animamundiproductions.com

TICKETS ON SALE NOW!
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Anima Mundi Productions Presents

SEASON 7

Anima Mundi
Productions
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Locally
Owned

FullyRemodeled

AFFORDABLE MEMBERSHIPS
4 Indoor Tennis Courts 

3 Lane Indoor Pool (your own private swim lane)
Fitness Center & Classes

Tennis Pros, Personal Trainer & 
Fitness Classes on site

Private, Semi Private & Group Lessons, Clinics & Training

735 Jefferson Avenue · Ashland · 541-482-4073 · ashlandtfc.org

prize at the “Melbourne International Chamber Music Competition” 
in Australia, and they were awarded three special prizes at the “ARD 
International Music Competition”. On top of that, Trio Bohémo was 
selected to receive the prestigious prize of the “Czech Chamber Music 
Society”.

​Debut concerts include the Vienna Musikverein, Wigmore Hall in London 
and Stoller Hall in Manchester, UK. They performed at numerous festivals 
such as the Prague Spring, CZ, Schwarzwald Musikfestival, DE and in 
Gent at the Festival van Vlaanderen, BE.

Trio Bohémo was member of the “European Chamber Music Academy” 
from 2020-2022 and studied under the direction of Hatto Beyerle, 
Johannes Meissl, Patrick Jüdt or Avedis Kouyoumdjian.

Thanks to the generous support of Dr. Jan Telenský Matouš plays on an 
impeccable copy of the Antonio Stradivari ‘Willemotte’ violin made by 
Florian Leonhard and on a unique violin by Matteo Goffriller.​  Kristina 
plays a beautiful cello by Fausto Maria Bertucci.
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Dvořák 
Piano Trio, Op. 90 “Dumky” (1891)

Winning the major awards of the Austrian State Stipendium in 
1873, 1874, and 1877 freed Dvořák from financial worries and so-
lidified his career. By the time he applied for that first award, he 
was already an accomplished composer, having written his first 
three symphonies, several overtures, first four string quartets, the 
song cycle Cypresses, and Alfred, his first of ten operas. Brahms 
was a judge for those last two prizes and immediately recognized 
Dvořák’s greatness in both the European classical tradition and 
his special gift for folk-like composition. He assisted Dvořák im-
mensely with his encouragement, and by recommending him to 
the influential publisher Simrock. 

The final piece fell into place when Simrock published his Slavon-
ic Dances in 1878. Dvořák suddenly found himself in international 
demand by several orchestras and never looked back. And while 
Brahms wrote the most distinguished collection of chamber mu-
sic after Beethoven, Dvořák — with 14 string quartets, four piano 
trios, two piano quartets, two piano quintets, and a string sextet 
among many others — proved a worthy rival to Brahms’s accom-
plishments.

Brahms occasionally turned to folk music, with such works as 
Hungarian Dances and the Gypsy Rondo finale for his G Minor pi-
ano quartet, but he saw that this was truly Dvořák’s home turf. 
Dvořák’s greatness rests on his “integration of natural [folk] me-
lodic beauty with the formal depth and spiritual profundity of Bee-

CMC offers informative, entertaining pre-concert lectures one hour 
before every performance (6:30pm for evenings and 2pm for matinees). 
These free lectures are presented by musicologist Ed Wight, and are 
designed to give you insights on the composers and repertoire featured 
in each concert.

Program Notes
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thoven, Brahms, and Wagner” (musicologist Leon Botstein). But 
even Dvořák left that blending of folk-like style and classical tradi-
tion behind in perhaps his most overtly folk-oriented composition: 
tonight’s Dumky Piano Trio.

While the vocal ‘Dumka’ (singular; ‘Dumky’ is plural) first appeared 
in Poland and Ukraine in the 16th century, instrumental Dumky 
flourished in the later half of the 19th century. They were a poetic 
tribute native to Slavic nations, mixing a slow, melancholy lament 
with passages of faster, wild exuberance. Composers such as Mus-
sorgsky, Tchaikovsky, Balakirev, Lysenko, and Bella wrote them. 
But not surprisingly “the most familiar examples are Czech, many 
of them by Dvořák” (New Grove Dictionary). 

Dvořák totally abandons the classical chamber tradition in to-
night’s trio. His six Dumky movements avoid sonata form entirely, 
and he also avoids any tonal center by setting each movement in 
a different key (E Minor, C-sharp Minor, A Major, D Minor, E-flat 
Major, and C Minor). Instead, the focus shifts to individual themes 
and the vivid juxtaposition of contrasting moods. In the opening 

Antonín Dvořák
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movement, listen for the transformation of the violin and cello 
lament into a faster dance-like theme. The C-sharp Minor sec-
ond movement is the only one that also ends in minor; all the rest 
conclude brightly in major mode. After the tender lyricism of the 
third-movement lament, the fourth movement provides the great-
est complexity with three separate themes.

After a slow introduction, the fifth movement offers the wildest 
Dumka of them all. It also shows Dvořák’s symphonic breadth, as 
that introduction later receives extensive development. The open-
ing C Minor lament of the finale is “perhaps the most poignant of 
them all” (Peter Laki) before giving way to a tender coda in C Major. 
In 1891, Dvořák knew he was heading for a multi-year stay in the 
United States the following year, so he toured Bohemia (Czecho-
slovakia), giving 40 concerts of this Dumky Trio — a nationalist 
valentine to his native land.

Christou 
Dvořák in Cyprus (2022)

Born in Cyprus in 1978, Marios Christou currently resides in Prague. 
This polymath composes, conducts, solos in the ancient Orthodox 
Byzantine vocal style, and teaches at various institutions. His ex-
tensive conducting includes collaborations with the Philkallia En-
semble (performing music inspired by the Orthodox tradition), the 
Prague Chamber Choir, the Schola Gregoriana Pragensis, and the 
Ensemble Versus. 

His compositions draw upon analogous wide-ranging influenc-
es. Christou displays a great sense of humor, often combining the 
Greek music of his native Cyprus with various Czech and modern-
ist styles. A recent work for clarinet and string quartet, Beethoven 
in Greece, features Greek folk style and accents integrated with oc-
casional references to Beethoven’s 7th symphony. Dvořák in Cy-
prus follows a similar format. Not to be confused with Dvořák’s 
Cypresses, Christou writes, “It was commissioned by the Trio Bo-
hemo...a desire for a Czech composition but with a touch of Greek 
style and plenty of humor. It is a result of playful composing...and 
combines elements of two very distant worlds.”
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Schubert 
Piano Trio in E-flat Major, D. 929 / Op. 100 (1828)

Schubert earned a comfortable life in the Vienna of the 1820s pub-
lishing dances for piano and his lieder. But by the end of his life, 
he wanted to be known as something beyond a ‘song and dance’ 
composer. Tonight’s E-flat Piano Trio helped him realize some of 
those dreams, as it became his first piece published outside of Vi-
enna (by Probst, in Leipzig). Biographer Christopher Gibbs writes 
that “at the end of his life, Schubert was writing his greatest music.” 
They include the song cycle Winterreise and the collection of late 
songs posthumously published as Schanengesang; the final three 
piano sonatas as well as the four Impromptus and three Klavier-
stucke; the final string quartet in G Major; the two Piano Trios; and 
the glorious String Quintet in C Major. He had at least the private 
satisfaction of knowing that “during his final two years, Schubert 
created his supreme compositions” (Gibbs).

None of his symphonies was performed publicly during his lifetime. 
His 9th Symphony received its premiere performance in 1839 (under 

Marios Christou
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Mendelssohn) and the “Unfin-
ished” in 1865, almost 40 years 
after Schubert’s death. Though 
so much of his greatest music 
was not printed or performed 
during his lifetime, in the 1820s 
he finally earned some critical 
esteem. “The sheer number of 
reviews, as well as their length 
and import increased dramat-
ically” (Gibbs) which renders 
his early death at age 31 all the 
more tragic.

However, the E-flat Piano 
Trio was a joyous exception. 
Schubert planned it as the 
centerpiece of the only public 
concert of his works. Though 
long overdue, that concert took place only in his last year: March 
26, 1828 — chosen by Schubert to honor the first anniversary of Bee-
thoven’s death. His tribute to Beethoven extended to the second 
movement of the trio, which included a reference to the Marcia fu-
nebre of the Eroica symphony. At least Schubert had this one public 
celebration of his late works. Including a string quartet movement 
and late Lieder, the concert was a commercial and critical success.

Schubert’s lyricism permeates all the instrumental genres he com-
posed, and in his most ambitious works generates pieces “that are 
quite different from Beethoven” (Gibbs) — and the latter’s short 
motivic bursts. The Sonata form first movement creates a typically 
lyrical and spacious (630 bars) effect, providing at least six different 
themes. Listen especially for the secondary theme after dramatic 
trills, a soft staccato melody in balanced 4-bar phrases also display-
ing Schubert’s harmonic richness in the remote key of B Minor. Yet 
typical of his late mastery, “all six themes are related” (musicologist 
Kai Christiansen). 

Franz Schubert



CARI BAKER PHOTOGRAPHY

Nathanael Hooper 
Music Director & Conductor

Visit ysso.org  
for details.

Youth Symphony of Southern Oregon 
541-858-8859 · info@ysso.org

Youth
 Symphony
 of Southern Oregon

2025-2026 
Concert Series 
Performances
Fall Concert Series 
Nov. 8 & 9, 2025

Winter Concert Series 
Feb. 27-28 & Mar. 1, 2026

Spring Concert Series 
May 15, 16 & 17, 2026



The second movement Funeral March opens softly in C Minor (the 
same key as Beethoven’s funeral march) in a marked, almost stac-
cato fashion. Schubert sets it in A B A B A form. He concludes this 
opening ‘A’ theme with a brief quotation of Swedish folk song. 
He shifts to the sunlight of major mode for the ‘B’ theme, which 
features constant dialogue between violin and cello. But as in so 
many late slow movements, that light atmosphere suddenly dark-
ens with passionate outbursts. 

Schubert’s late mastery includes sophisticated counterpoint. The 
Scherzo and Trio opens with the strictest form of the genre, a 27-
bar canon led by piano with strings following identically. In con-
trast to the soft lyricism of the Scherzo, the Trio provides a force-
ful contrast with numerous accents. Although Schubert trimmed 
more than 100 bars in his last version of the Sonata Rondo finale, it 
still clocks in at a spacious 748 bars. Robert Schumann, who great-
ly admired Schubert and helped publicize his late masterpieces, 
referred to this movement as one of Schubert’s “heavenly lengths.”

Schubert’s delightful primary theme (refrain) in the piano, of course, 
consists of balanced, 4-bar phrasing. But this is late Schubert, and 
the ‘simple’ theme comes in for extensive elaboration and devel-
opment later. 

Again, the publicly performed triumph of this Trio proved an excep-
tion. The full scope of what Schubert composed in private during 
his final years “eluded even his most sympathetic admirers” (Gibbs).

Program notes by Ed Wight
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Support world-class chamber music in the Rogue Valley by 
donating to CMC — gifts of any amount are welcome. For more 
information, please contact the CMC Office at 541-552-6154.

You may directly donate to CMC at any time by calling the 
office or visiting our web site at ChamberMusicConcerts.
org and clicking on “Donate.” If there is a special purpose 
for which you’d like the gift used, such as sponsoring a con-
cert, outreach programs, tickets for low-income households,  
accessibility for people with disabilities, complimentary  
tickets for music students and their teachers, or general 
operations, let us know. We’ll make sure your gift supports 
your passion.

Planned giving is a wonderful way to support chamber music 
with your own legacy. To make a gift of any amount through 
your Will or Trust, please talk with an attorney knowledge-
able in estate planning. You may make a gift of a specific 
amount of money or a percentage of your estate. The CMC 
Office can supply you with the correct language to include in 
your Will or Trust. Donors who make gifts to CMC through 
their Will, Trust, or Retirement Plan become members of 
CMC’s Esterhazy Society, named for the Esterhazy family, 
who were generous patrons of Franz Joseph Haydn.

You may arrange to make a gift to CMC directly from your 
IRA or other retirement plan. Donations can be made during 
your lifetime, or the arrangements can be made during your 
lifetime with the gift distributed to CMC when your estate is 
administered. If this may be of interest to you, please contact 
the CMC office for further information.

By donating to CMC’s Endowment Fund, you are help-
ing to insure the future financial health of CMC. Only the 
earnings generated from your endowment gift can be used 
— the principal cannot be spent. Endowment earnings are 
used to help pay the artistic fees associated with bringing 
distinguished international ensembles to our stage for con-
certs and educational outreach. We are very fortunate to use 
the services of the same professional money managers that 
oversee the SOU Foundation’s Endowment.

MAKE A GIFT 
TODAY

MAKE A GIFT IN 
YOUR WILL OR 

TRUST

MAKE A GIFT 
DIRECTLY FROM 

YOUR IRA OR  
OTHER  

RETIREMENT PLAN

MAKE A GIFT 
TO THE 

ENDOWMENT 
FUND

Thank you for 
considering making  

a gift to CMC.

How to Support 
Chamber Music Concerts
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Teacher &  
 Student Circle

The Teacher & Student Circle is a 
special program that provides free tickets 
for our matinee concerts to Rogue Valley area music teachers 
and their music students. The “Circle” reflects the circular 
nature of the student and teacher relationship: the student 
learns a life-long gift from the teacher, and the teacher derives 
joy from the student’s success.

The Teacher & Student Circle program is  
sponsored by Alexis Packer, Attorney at Law.

To donate to the Teacher & Student Circle,  
please contact the CMC Office at 541-552-6154 or  
visit ChamberMusicConcerts.org for details.

How to participate in the 
Teacher & Student Circle 
program:
n �Circle tickets are available for music 

students and music teachers.

n �Circle tickets are only available 
for matinee concerts: October 12, 
November 2, March 14, and April 18, 
and May 17.

n �Parents accompanying music 
students receive half-price tickets!

n �Music teachers: bring a group of 
your students! Please contact the 
CMC Office in advance at 541-552-
6154 to arrange for large groups.
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